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The Biggest Ever- Silver Jubilee Reunion of 1981 Batch!

In what could be termed as the
biggest ever Silver Jubilee
Alumni Reunion in the history of
TKMCE, the 1981 batch have
made elaborate arrangements for
their reunion in August 2006. The
batch had 156 students. The
initiative of the organizers has
been commendable as they could
locate 145 of the batch mates
sofar; and they are in constant
touch through the alumini
website:
www.tkmcel981.com.
Speaking to the Editor,
Rejikumar, one of the key
organisers behind this event said
that 56 batchmates have already
registered for the event.
Organizers expect 100 plus
batchmates to attend the events
scheduled at Kovalam on 11 & 12
August and at TKMCE on 13
August. The organisers have
provided a detailed program, a
synopsis of which is presented
here.

PROGRAM FOR SILVER
JUBILEE REUNION

Dates 11,12 and 13 of August 2006
Venue Kovalam and TKMCE/
Kollam

Friday (11 Awugust):
Kovalam: Unofficial pre-event
get-together and rehearsals -
Assemble at Hotel Udaya
Samudra at 6pm for welcome
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About Us
Membership

Silver Jubilee Reunion
MNews & Events

Class Room
Reminiscence

Photo Gallery
Members Database

Send your comments & su.

“ There is nothing noble in being superior to
your batchmates. True nobility is being
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superior to your formerself. ”

SILVER JUBILEE REUNION
&Jguabii,i2&13,20@$
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Canteen

Working Committee for

1981.com

15 to webmaster

The website of 1981 batch is a great place to know the latest and for some nostalgic photographs

cocktails followed by dinner. The expenses
for this event will be shared equally by those
attending the event.
Saturday (12 August): Hotel Udaya Samudra,
Kovalam: Registration from 2pm followed by
presentations, fun games, cultural program and
dinner.
Sunday (13 August): Leave for TKMCE after
breakfast by 9am by AC bus/own car. Details
of the program at TKMCE being finalized by
the Committee and will be hosted by May 2006.

This function will end after lunch at
TKMCE /Kollam.

The charges for these events, details of
which can be obtained from the
organisers, include a common expense
of Rs 700 per member towards
memento, expenses for the function in
TKMCE, expenses towards
participation of staff members etc.

Continued on Page 6

Our Dear Lebba Sir...

F Ralralumar

There is a distinct difference
between our Dbeloved
principal, Lebba Sir and other
Principals. He was kind,
simple, and non-egoistic and
finds immense happiness &
satisfaction while mingling
with his ‘old boys & girls’, as
he calls them. He is the only
principal who never misses
any of the Alumni meetings

A

TAGA , Geethika, HMT Colony.P.O, Kalamassery, Ernakulam-683503, Kochi, Kerala State, India. Website: www.tkmcealumni.org

of TKMCE, keeping aside all
his inconveniences.

Prof. P. O. ]. Lebba joined as
the Principal in Charge of
our college in 1976. In 1977
he was appointed as our full
time Principal. He served as
the Principal of the college
for 16 years, the period,

which can be called as the
golden age of our College.
He was my teacher and I am
still fortunate in
maintaining the noble
student-teacher relationship
with him. For the past 10
years we have been jointly
organizing a number of

Continued on Page 2
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Dear TAGA Members:
Every success story stems from
the culmination of a passion,
an objective or a desire which
finally materialises through a
long process of struggle,
persistence and determination.
TAGA’s formation was no
different. From a simple e-group
founded by a few enthusiastic
alumni of TKMCE, it suddenly
caught the attention of all the
alumni of our college living
across the globe. Two years of
discussions led to the
formation of TAGA in August
2004.

Over the past two years, TAGA
has undergone tremendous
transformation from a fledgling
organisation to the common
platform of TKMCE alumni
around the world. We have been
able to bring together the
different chapters operating in
India, Middle East and US and
help them share a common
platform for sharing thoughts
and reuniting old friends and
classmates. We have been trying
to support the student community
through scholarships, seminars
and technical support on
upgrading the facilities in our
college.

Being a web-based organi-
sation, communication
between our members have
been limited to e-mail and the
forums on our website. The
TAGA Steering Committee felt
the need fora common medium
of publication, which would
encapsulate the alumni world
and give opportunity for our
members to express their feelings
and thoughts. The result was this
Newsletter- VOTE (Voice Of
TKMCE Engineers).

We had originally planned the
release of the firstissue in March
'06. However, due to various
reasons, we were delayed. On
behalf of the Editorial Board, |
apologise to you all!

Now, itis our privilege to release
the firstissue of VOTE. Being the
first issue, you might find many
shortfalls on the presentation,
content and layout. Please do
let us know your true opinion so
that we can try to bring out better
issues in the next quarter.
Remember, this is your
magazine- you have every right
to criticise it. But, you have an
obligation to contribute to it as
well, to make it a great
newsletter!

We are eager to listen to you.
Editorial Board

Editor- ES.Suresh

Members:

Akbarshah

Adarsh VK.

Manilal N.

Ratnakumar S.

Jacob Thomas
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Our Dear Lebba Sir...

Continued from Page 1

variety and innovative
activities in the Energy
Conservation Society

In 1978, while I was in my
final year at the college, a
ragging incident created
many hues and cries. A
number of students were
arrested in connection with
the incident and the college
and the hostels were closed

for an indefinite period.
With the intervention of the
former Chief Minister, Shri.
A. K. Antony and with the
sincere effort of our Lebba
Sir, Prof. N. K. Rajagopalan
Sir, who was the former
HOD, Electrical Department,
Prof. F. V. Albin Sir, Prof.
K. C. Nair Sir, and parents,
the college resumed
normalcy very soon. He
told me once that he was
deeply hurt by those
incidents. He managed to

obtain admission for those
students who were found
guilty and suspended from
TKMCE, in connection with
the ragging, in another
engineering college
considering their future.

When he joined the college,
there were graduate courses
only on Civil, Mechanical,
and Electrical Engineering.
During his tenure in the

Concluding on Page 3



VETE

THOUGHTS FOR THE NEW MILLENIUM AND BEYOND

SyeD ABOOBACKER POOKOYA THANGAL

Everybody believes in some
religion. If somebody says that
he does not believe in any
religion, that is his religion.

Every follower of a religion
would have affinity for the
people of his own faith. That is
perfectly natural and healthy;
otherwise there is something
wrong with that person’s belief.

The trouble starts when one
hates someone else based on
difference in religion, without
This
there is

any other reason.
that
something wrong with that

indicates

person. This principle can be
used as a self-evaluation
module!

Similarly, it is okay if someone
considers oneself smart;
everybody desires to be smart.
Again, the problem starts when

Our Dear Lebba Sir..

college, he was able to start many
courses in the graduate and PG
level including Electronics and
Communication Engg, Production
Engg, Chemical Engineering,
Computer Science and Engg, B.

Arch, MBA MCA, M.Tech.
(Cryogenics and Industrial
Refrigeration) and M.Tech.

(Structural Engg and Construction
Management).

Under a special programme of
Govt. of India for training foreign
students, five groups of Tanzanian
students with scholarships
supported by World Bank, were
trained in different courses in
Mechanical, Civil, and Electronics
Engineering , during his tenure as
Principal. These programmes were
exclusively conducted for
Tanzanian students elevated the
status of our College to
international level. The main
building of the college was
completed during his period.

someone thinks that others are dumb.

Smartness, intelligence and

knowledge are widely distributed
amongst the population, although
wealth may not be. No one can claim
monopoly over these attributes. A
smarter starting point would be to
assume that others are smarter so that
one would try hard and be competitive
enough to outsmart the others.
Moreover, this would instill modesty
(which is still a virtue) and respect for
others (give respect and take respect)
besides ‘giving the other fellow the
benefit of doubt” which is widely
considered to be an alternative
definition of democracy. Smartness
would be a sheer waste on dumb people

anyway; it takes smartness to

appreciate smartness!

The reader might wonder what the
foregoing has got to do with TAGA.
The matter is simple: It takes a good

person to be a good engineer or a good

. (continued)

Under his strong guidance and vision,
the college achieved a prestigious
position. He was instrumental in
starting Alumni associations in UAE,
Kuwait, Qatar, Muscat, and various other
parts of the world. He served as a
Member of AICTE , a consultant of
AICTE, Dean (engineering), Kerala
University and a member of various
academic bodies and other prestigious
organisations.

He is closely associated with various
social, scientific and cultural
organisations. He was the President of
Energy Conservation Society and has
given valuable contributions in
promoting energy conservation in the
country. At present, he is the Vice-
President of Muslim Educational Society
and is associated with starting and
maintaining MES Medical College, MES
Engineering College and has taken
active part in the management of various
technical institutions. I understand that
a large number of ‘old boys and girls’
have frequent contacts with him and he
is still extending them valuable advice
and guidance . He is instrumental in

professional of any kind; personal
integrity is so much intertwined with
professional integrity. This takes us to a
very appropriate quote from Mahatma
Gandhi — “Education without character is

only a tool for evil”.

About the Author

The Author graduated from TKMCE in 1968
in Mechanical Engineering and joined as
a faculty. He did his M.Tech. in Industrial
Management from IIT, Madras during 1974-
76 and continued as a faculty at TKMCE
1ill 1978. Currently he works as the Sr. Specialiist.
Bilateral & Commercial Agreements Saudi
Arabian Airlines at Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.
He is one of the founder members of TAGA
and a current Steering Committee Member

providing principalship to a large
number of retired teachers of TKMCE.

He is the sole person behind the starting
of Silver Jubilee reunion of former
TKMCE students in the college during
1987 . As we know, such reunion
meetings are a wonderful opportunity
for the batch mates and their family
members to have a close interaction
among themselves. I understand that he
is the only Principal who is regularly
attending Alumni Day meeting in the
college since he joined the college. He
often says that his main wealth is his
old students and he is always proud of
their achievements. His overwhelming
association with TAGA is a great
inspiration. Let us bow ourselves to this
great teacher who is responsible for
raising our Alma mater to greater
heights of excellence in education and
fame. His efforts in spending a good part
of life for the betterment of the
institution has indeed yielded good
results.

About the Author
Please see Page 4- Achievements for details

on Mr.Ratnakumar
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OZchievements

(" Mr.Ratnakumar(78E),
our Steering Committee
Member has been ap-
pointed as the MD of M/s
Foam Mattings (India )
Ltd, Alappuzha, a Govern-
ment of Kerala Undertak-
ing. Ratnakumar is a
TAGA Steering Commit-
tee Member and Executive
Committee Member of
TKMCE Alumni Associa-
tion.. Retnakumar is an
MBA in Marketing and
holds Post Graduate Di-
plomas in Operations
Management, Shipping &
Export Management and
Financial Management. He
has won many awards on
Energy Conservation and
promoting science among
children from the Govern-
ment of Kerala. He is the
Current President of En-
ergy Conservation Society,
Kerala, State Co-ordinator
for Energy Conservation
Clubs in Schools & Col-
leges, Vice President of
TKMCE Alumni Associa-
tion and Quilon Manage-
ment Association.

TAGA is proud to have
Mr.Ratnakumar as a
Steering committe Mem-

Kber! )

VO® lOAUm). “@REQO MVEQEIEMOS
©o(® alowom anNg)” aerales
©210MEa]0Wd VO(® E210G31HHOM B0}
aflaidle GaldHLL af)( @OV® @RYASAV
danavqlale»®@ @®1@  of) (©
al@lalosldd Malles  @mElalanyan)!
HOCHNIS OB IDBo ®1VWEQFMS 630}
ARV MANHSWIE. (HAVEABOd
MSAD  MVDVOD  af) W) MIadS
20010y GR@IM)  calenEl  @lodn)
allslaj] msam@)e 80) &OLIOM)o
20090M  d¥lflel.

®msmy msm ¢nGlnc1 1@
o) ODIWER 0PI af)Bl0s  HFI6ID)
M MQLINOE!  0102]300E00S)
©OL® aloe®) aljoo®loas]
@nailosw)gs @IVl malan). B80)
algdewe ®@lalnEl  wmisn)meoss]

(Dr. Baju George, an

alumnus of 1991 MBA
batch was awarded Ph.D
by Mahatma Gandhi Uni-
versity for his thesis about
“Kerala Migrant workers of
Middle East Region” with
the sponsorship of Dubai
Internet City under the
guidance of Dr.B.Ramesh,
School of Social Sciences,
Mahatma Gandhi Univer-
sity, Kottayam. A quali-
fied lawyer and former
State Secretary of Con-
sumer Protection Council
(1993-1995), he has been
working with Dubai
Internet City since its incep-
tion in 2001 and is currently
the Project Manager to
manage formation of Inter-
national DIC campuses in-
cluding Smart City @
Cochin and Smart City @
Malta.
Our congratulations to
Baju, a TAGA life member,
on his scholastic achieve-
ment!

- J

(Mr. K.N. Santhakumaran )
of 1971 Electrical has been
elevated to the position of
Chief Electrical Inspector of
Kerala State. Our congratu-

lations to him on this honour!

7 N
Honouring the

Alumnus
TAGA invites its mem-
bers and readers to send
in news on the achieve-
ments of our alumnus
and their family mem-
bers in professional and
other fields. Please pro-
vide the details of the
alumnus such as full
name, year of passing
and branch, current oc-
cupation and details of
achievement alongwith
a  photograph to

editorial@tkmcealumni.org )
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VIETE

CAMPUS News

Retrrremernlts

The following faculty members have retired on March-31-2006. On behalf of the alumni community, TAGA

would like to thank them for their dedication,

years. We wish them a happy and healthy retired life!

committment and care in enlightening us in the past

Dr.Benny Thomas Prof.B.Vijayakumar Mr.Mohammed Mr.Sukumaran
Head, Dept. of Electrical Head, Dept. of Civil Sherif, Head, Dept. of Superintendent
& Electronics Engg. Engineering Physical Education Mechanical Workshop

B

HEWS

A

Central Travancore

Mr.George Mathew, President [87E- Ph:-
9447104672] & Mr.Binu Alex, Secretary [ Ph.
9447401219] co-ordinated TKMCE Central
Travancore Chapter's seventh Family Get Together
on Sunday the 8th May 11.am at Vembanad Lake

Resort, Kottayam. A Boat Trip was also arranged.

Oman

The following office bearers were selected on
General body meeting conducted on 22nd March .
President : Mr.Boban.V.S-1981 Mech,

Vice President : Mr.Johnny.T.George-1983
Civil,General Secretary :Mr.Sreekumar-1987
Elec Joint Secretary : Mr.Sreejith Natesan-1986 Civil.

Silicon Valley

The alumni members in and around Silicon Valley
(Sanfransisco Bay Area) recently formed a chapter
and had a family get-together in December 2005.
About 40 families attended the function,which has
prompted all to have another bigger reunion in
August 2006. Visit http:/ /www.tkmceusa.org for
more details or contact Azeez Chollampat (83

E&C) at azeez161@hotmail.com

Thiruvananthapuram

New Year Get Together of TKMCE Alumni
Thiruvananthapuram chapter was conducted on
21st February 2006 at Trivandrum Tennis Club,
Thiruvananthapuram.Annual General Body of the
chapter was conducted on 18th May 2006 at
Trivandrum Hotel. The Annual Family Get Together
is scheduled to conduct on 15th August 2006. The
Chapter Secretary Mr.Binu.V.V(87E), invites all the

alumni members to attend.

Kochi

ACTIVITIES DURING 2005-2006
1.VASANTHA SANDHI-
Onam get- together was held on 25th September
2005 at Hotel Sarovaram. The Guest of Honor
was Smt.Kukku Parameswaran, noted film
and TV personality. A host of cultural events
and family games were organized. The
programme was a grand success and a record
number of families participated in the event.
2.ANNUAL TEAA TIME-
The New Year Get —together of the Association
was held on15th January 2006. For a change,
the meeting was organized on a floating
platform. The “Arayanna Thoni “ was well set
for all sorts of entertainments. Even though the
crowd was on a lower side, the change was
well accepted by those who took part.
3.PARTICIPATION IN THE ALUMNI
MEETING OF THE PARENT CHAPTER-
The chapter was well represented in the
Annual General Body Meeting of the parent
chapter held on 26th January 2006 at the College
premises. A contribution of Rs.10, 000.00 was
made towards the scholarship fund for the

poor students.
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ALUMNEHEWS

U A E C h a pt e r A Talent Competition for the children of

our members was conducted on 19th

May at Karama Hotel, Karama, Dubai..

‘A A family picnic was conducted at The event was well-attended by the
Creek Park, Dubai on 17" March '06 members, spouses and children.

Q at ar D h a h ran by the Dubai & Northern Emirates Our children participated in the KERA

Executive  Committee. The Talent Time held on 5th May 2006 and

The Qatar Chapter conducted their A meeting of the members of

participation of members and their won the Runners-up Trophy in overall

Annual Family Meet 2006 as fol- TKMCE Alumni Dhahran (Saudi families was overwhelming with an points. As a founder member, we are
Arabia) ch; hel 16 th .

lows: rabia) chapter was held on attendance over 220. Various fun, actively involved in KERA (Kerala
Fi ’ i

Venue : - Club House, Qatar Navi- ebruary ‘06 and a new committee sports and entertainment activities Engineering Alumni UAE)'s various
has been elected as follows. o .

gation Villa Compound (Last were conducted for members, spouses activities. Our members and children
Presi : Mr. Salim E.K.(1977-E

year's resident: Mr. Salim (1977-E) and children, which concluded with a participated in the Speechcraft (for
G 1 Secretary:Mr.Abdul Vahid

location). eneralvecretary v v Tug-of-War. adults) and Youth Leadership

K.J.(1991- E&E),Joint Secretary:
Mr.Nageeb Abdul Majeed(1986-

E&C), Treasurer: Mr.Thangal
Qatar Chapter Members with Fam- Kunju(1988-CH)

Date : - 5th May 2006, Friday. Blood Donation Camp, a regular Programme (for children), held by

community service event condcuted KERA in co-operation with
Participants : - TKMCE Alumni ¥ ! P
every year was held at Al Wasl Toastmasters International.

) Hospital,Dubai on Thursday, 27th Abu Dhabi Division conducted a
ily. Executive Committee Members:

Mr.Anel V Thomas1992- P)
Mr.Jamal A Rasheed1989-C)

April 2006. Members participated Cooking Competition for ladies on 25th

with great enthusiasm. Money May 2006.

Do let us know what is

h D e received from the blood bank will, as Photographs have been uploaded at our
RSB AR A | MieJias Ahmed2002- E&E) usual, be donated to a humanitarian ebsite tkmceuae.com
’ Wi 1€ WWW. uae. .
reports to editorial®@tkmcealumni.org Mr.Lois(2000-M) SAOVWVLIRINCEHAE.COITL.
cause.

Cover Story-The Biggest Ever- Silver Jubilee

Reunion of 1981 Batch!

Continued from Page 1

City Tour on Saturday (or Sunday):
Spouses and children who wish to go for
Trivandrum City Tour (including (including Zoo)
may join this event from 10am to 5pm.

This trip will include a buffet lunch from a city
hotel and entry tickets. Free for children below
10 years of age.

This trip will be arranged if more than 30 persons
opt for it and the date will be fixed based on
maximum participation.

Kanyakumari Trip on 11th Friday or
14th Monday:

Leave for Kanyakumari at 9 am and return to
Kovalam late evening. Lunch and entry tickets
are covered in the expenses. Free for children
below 10 years of age. This event will be arranged
only if more than 30 persons opt for it and the
. date will be fixed based on maximum
© Dol _f P § - sl by Smce participation.

2y - A ) . ; A directory containing short bio-data with past
and present pictures of all members will be
prepared and given to all (on CDs) in addition
to a good memento. All are requested to mail
their pictures and other details to:
webmaster@tkmcel981.com for compiling and
editing the directory.
Further details andRegistration Form can be
downloaded from the website. Please fill and
mail it to webmaster@tkmce1981.com or fax it
to 0484- 2390951 or send by post to Mr. K.V.

Can anyone identify the persons in this photograph? Augustine, Saly Mahal Building, St Vincent Road,
Answers may be sent to editorial@tkmcealumni.org Ernakulam North, Kochi - 682018.
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